•(x)) . .__ is real symmetric and strictly positive definite in Q, (ellipticity condition); 
E(x) = -<*> (n = 2) and lim E(x) = 0 (n > 3) .
In the case t h a t P = A (Laplacian), one takes E(x) = (2T\)~ log^xl" ) (n = 2) and
, where a denotes the surface area of the unit sphere in fl" . We define
We note that p(x) = \x\ if P = A . The distance of each point on 
J.<7
Hence, (4) is equivalent to
We easily obtain
Hence, it follows from (5) and (6) that
and therefore
Using a result of Suleimanov [7, Lemma 2] , we obtain
where
(cf. the author [9, the proof of Lemma 2.1]). It is easy to see that available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0004972700002100 r t n where k g (p) = log r and k-n (r) = (n -2)~ (n > 3) . Combining (7)- (9) yields
Hence, condition (2) implies that the right hand side of (10) and ( 
Hence, V is a positive solution of (12). Repeating the same arguments as in the case where u > 0 , we are led to a contradiction. This completes the proof.
The proof of the following result is quite similar to that of Corollary of the author [9, p.716] , and hence will be omitted. 
COROLLARY. Under assumptions (A-I)-(

